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Scientific Note

Neomaskellia andropogonis (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae), a new genus and
speciesrecord for Iran
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Whitefly specimens collected on sugarcane, Saccharum officinarum (Poaceae), dated 21.
vi. 2004 in Amirkabir Agro-Industry Company, Ahvaz, were identified as Neomaskellia
andropogonis Corbett (Hem.: Aleyrodidae: Aleyrodinae). This whitefly, which the genus and
species is newly recorded from Iran, has been reported from Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan, West
Malaysia (Mound & Halsey, 1978) and Hong Kong (Martin, unpublished).

Neomaskellia Quaintance & Baker is an Old World tropical genus with just two included
species, N. bergii (Signoret) and N. andropogonis. The latter species can be distinguished
from N. bergii by the presence of the groups of simple pores in the submedian area of
abdominal segments V-VII (irregularly present on segments |1l and 1V). These two hitherto
described species have mainly been recorded from Poaceae (Martin, 1987).

Neomaskellia can be distinguished from the other genera of the family by the
combination of the following puparial characters: puparia broadly or elongate-oval; cuticle
pale to brown, often darker in median area. Margin irregularly crenulate; tracheal pore areas
not differentiated from margin. Submargin with a single row of 16 pairs of long setae
(including the caudal pair). Cephalic, first and eighth abdominal setae present. Longitudinal
and transverse moulting sutures reaching puparial margin. Vasiform orifice transversely
elliptical, elevated, normally appearing wider than long in slide-mounted examples; lingula
tip exposed. Caudal furrow absent. Tracheal folds not defined (Bink-Moenen, 1983; Martin,
1987, 1999).
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