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Scientific Note

Record of Monodontomerus aereus (Hym.: Torymidae) from Iran

B. Gharali!, H. A. Lotfalizadeh?, E. Ebrahimi® and M. Zerova®

Study of specimens reared on Euproctus chrysorrhoea L. pupae (Lep.: Lymanteriidae) in
Qazvin region (Coll.: Shayan) and the collection of Hayk Mirzayans Museum (Plant Pestsand
Disease Research Institute, Evin, Tehran, Iran) resulted in the identification of
Monodontomerus aereus Walker, 1834. This is a primarily parasitoid of Lepidoptera
(Tortricidae, Lymanteriidae, Lasiocampidae) and secondarily on Tachinidae, Chalcididae,
Braconidae and Ichneumonidae. This parasitoid widely distributed in the Palearctic region.
Some synonyms of this species are as follows:

Torymus anephelus Ratzeburg, 1877

Monodontomerus aereus viridanae Mayr, 1874

M. kashmiricus Narendran, 1994

It's important diagnostic characters are as follows:

Body length of the female 2.7-4.5mm (including ovipositor) and of male 2.1-2.7 mm,
color metalic green with black reflections; face transverse in outline, malar sulucus present,
mandibles each with 3 teeth; scape not reaching median ocellus and about 3 times pedicel,
F1-F7 wider than long; scutellar fren compl ete; frenal area 0.3 times scutellum and scul ptured
overall with longitudina striae, apica rim even width and evenly punctuate posteriorly;
propodeum with submedian depression extending to nucha, divided into distinct upper and
lower fossae, median carinadorsally divided, creating slight V-shaped notch at dorsal margin;
dorsal surface of costal cell in forwing with a setal row in distal half and 2-3 widely spaced
setae basally; basal cell with a setal row basally; stigma roundish and uncus elongate; hind
femur with a distinct tooth; first tergite polished dorsally; ovipositor much shorter than the
length of metasoma.

1- Dept. of Plant Pests & Diseases Res,, Agric. & Nat. Resource Res. Center, P.O. Box: 386, [lam, Iran

2- Centre de Biologie et de Gestion des Populations (CBGP), Campus International de Baillargeut CS 30
016, 34988 Montpellier, France

3- Insect Taxonomy Research Dept., Plant Pests & Dseases Res. Indtitute, Evin, Tehran

4- Dept. of Entomophags Systematics, Schmalhausen Ingt. of Zoology. Kiev. Ukraine

"



