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Scientific Note

Report of Bruchophagus robiniae (Hym.: Eurytomidae) from Iran

E. Rakhshani?, A. A. Talebi! and T. C. Narendran?

The locust, Robinia pseudoacacia, is one of the most popular ornamental trees that have
been widely planted as a shade tree. Observations were made in the campus of College of
Agriculture, Tarbiat Modarres University (Tehran), in 2003-2004 on the seed-eating insects of
the locust. The ripped seedpods of the locust were collected and reared within the plastic
boxes coverd by mesh. The eurytomid wasp, Bruchophagus robiniae Zerova, 1970 emerged
from the seedpods, which had been collected during the autumn 2003. The larvae
overwintered within the seeds and adults emerged in the next year. The exit hole of the adult
wasps was round and appeared on the surface of the seedpods.

This species has a local distribution in Central Asia, Armenia, Bulgaria, Ukraine and
Uzbekistan. But another species, Bruchophagus mutabilis Nikol'skaya has a so been reported
to attack the seeds of locust in southern Greece.

Some important morphological characteristics of B. robiniae are as follows:

Female: length 3-3.2mm, general body color black, legs yellow with femora and tibiae
blackish red medialy, lower margin of clypeus slightly sinuate, antenna 10-segmented,
pedicel shorter than F1, propodeum reticulate with a median furrow and carinae, post
marginal vein longer than stigmal vein and stigmal vein longer than margina vein, gaster
sessile.

Male: Color of body redish brown, but the dorsal part of head, thorax and metsoma dark
brown. Antenna 9-segmented, other characters as female.

The specimens were deposited in the "Insect Collection Museum” of the Department of
Entomology, Tarbiat Modares University.
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