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Short communication
First record of Neoheegeria gigantea (Thys.: Phlaeothripidae) from Iran
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In the course of a survey on thrips associated with |eaf litter, in summer 2008, in the city
of Mamasani (Fars province), a total of 37 female specimens of Neoheegeria gigantea
(Priesner) were collected from dead leaves of oak by using Berlese funnel. This is the third
species of Neoheegeria Schmutz that is here recorded from Iran. This species is distinguished
from other species of the genus in having well developed metathoracic sternopleural sutures
that is completely absent in the remaining species. The relatively large population of N.
gigantea is likely an indication of an aestivation phase of N. gigantea in the leaf litter of
Quercus as most of the flowers had died in the collecting site.

To date, 45 species of the family Phlaeothripidae (Thys.: Tubulifera), mostly belonging
to the subfamily Phlaeothripinae, have been recorded from Iran (Bhatti et al., 2009), of which
27 speciesfrom four genera, i.e. Dolichol epta Priesner (with one species), Hapl othrips Amyot
& Serville (with 23 species), Neoheegeria (with two species), and Plicothrips Bhatti (with
one species) are accommodated in the tribe Haplothripini (Minaei & Mound, 2008). The
genus Neoheegeria, which is characterised by having three sensoria on antennal segment 111
and four sensoria on the segment IV, consists of the following four species: N. dalmatica
Schmutz, N. persica Priesner, N. sinaicata Priesner and N. gigantea (Minaei et al., 2007). The
former three species are known to be mainly associated with the flowers of Lamiaceae
(Stachys and Phlomis) in southern Palaearctic countries. Moreover N. dalmatica has been
recently collected in England on Stachys (Collins, 2007). The species N. gigantea, which was
described from Egypt (Priesner, 1934), is only recorded on Cistanche lutea (family
Scrophulariaceae) (Priesner, 1965).

The majority of the specimens are deposited in the collection of Department of Plant
Protection, Shiraz University.


mailto:kminaei@shirazu.ac.ir

136 Short communi cation

References

Bhatti, J. S., Alavi, J., zur Strassen, R. & Telmadarraiy, Z. (2009) Thysanoptera in Iran
1938-2007: an overview. Thrips 7-8, 1-373.

Coallins, D. W. (2007) Two species of thrips (Thysanoptera) new to Britain, Neoheegeria
dalmatica Schmutz and Frankliniela pallida (Uzel), with an updated key to the
British species of Frankliniella Karny. British Journal of Entomology and Natural
Hisory 20, 241-248.

Minaei, K. & Mound, L. A. (2008) The Thysanoptera Haplothripini (Phlaeothripidae) of
Iran. Journal of Natural History 42, 2617-2658.

Minaei, K., Azemayeshfard, P. & Mound, L. A. (2007) The southern Palaearctic genus
Neoheegeria (Thysanoptera: Phlaeothripidae): redefinition and key to species.
Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 150, 55-64.

Priesner, H. (1934) Contributions towards a knowledge of the Thysanoptera of Egypt, IX.
Bulletin de la Société Royale Entomologique d'Egypte 18, 275-285.

Priesner, H. (1965) A monograph of the Thysanoptera of the Egyptian deserts. Val. 13, 549
pp. Publications de I'Institut du Desert dEgypt, El Mataria-La Caire.

Received: 27 October 2009
Accepted: 29 December 2009



