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In Vivo Rearing of Sesamia cretica and Sesamia nonagrioides botanephaga

H. Ranjbar —<- Aghdam' & K. Kamali®

Abstract

Two species of pink siem borers cause serious damage on their hosts in Iran. Chemical
control of them caused pest resurgence. Their egg parasitoid was distinguished as
Platytelenomus hyias Nixon {Hym.: Scelionidae}.

Studies on rearing and releasing of this parasitoid, for biocontrol purpose, indicated that
the wasps have a high spescialization and for multiplication it is necessary to use their natural
hosts. In this investigation two semi-artificial and’ three natural diets {Sorghum, Corn and
Sugarcane stems) for rearing in Laboralory conditions were used. On cach dict mean of larval
period, pupatien percentage, means of male and fcmale pupal weight, mecan of pupal period
and percentage of emerged adult were evaluated. Finally fertility rate of emerging adults from
each diet were compaired by CRD experiment. in vivo rearing of species of the stem borers
have no success on semi-artificial diets whereas rearing on natural hosts were more
efficiently.

Survival rate and quality of Scretica fed on sorghum were higher than S.nonagrioides
botanephaga whereas individual of the latter could be reared more successfully on comn.
Comparison of food effect on adult fertility indicated that food quality have no effect on
fertility of 8. crefica whereas individuals of the latier that reared on corn and sorghum in 5%

probability level have a significant difference with sugarcane and moths have laid more egps.

Key words: In vivo rearing-Sesamia-Plarytelenomus hylas.
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