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Scientific Note

The First Record of Coccophagus psendoecocci (Hym.: Aphelinidae) Parasitoid of

Mealybugs (Hont.: Pseudococcidae) in Tran

M. Fallahzadeh!, Sh. Hesami® & M. Moghaddant’

In the course of natural enemies study of Nipaecoccus viridis (Newstead) on citrus and
Maconellicoccus hirsutus {Green) on mulberry in Jahrom, Fars province, throughout 2001-
2002, a mumber of parasitoids were collected and further identified. Coccophagus
pseudococci compere was reported for the first time in Tran. Some morphological
characterisiics are as follows:

Length 0/73 — 0/76 mm, body dark, therax yellow; pronotum, anterior margin of
mesonotum, axillae and postnotum da;_k. Frons lemon — yellow; vertex and antennae ocher —
yellow. Legs pale yellow. Antennae 8-segmented, scape very short, second antcnnal segment
slightly fonger than first and third, club 3-segmentcd (females), Thorax longer than wide,
axillae large. Legs very long, slender; tarsi 5-segmented. Abdomen usually not longer than
thorax.

Until now it has been recorded only from India and China (on Psevdococcus comstocki
Kuw.). This parasitoid is active during spring, summer and early autumn in Jahrom.
Identification was confirmed by Dr. A. Polaszek®, Aphelinidae specialist in British Museum

of Natural Ilistory.
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