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Biology of Campylomma verbasci (Meyer — Diir) (Hem.: Miridae) and It’s Injury in
Apple Orchards of West Azarbaidjan

A. Pourhadji '

Abstract
In recent years a new pest has occurred in west Azarbaidjan apple orchards. Nymphs of

this pest feed on developing fruits and cause apples to become misshapen or develop corky
warts in feeding sites. This injury lowers the quality of fruits. In this research it was found out
that mullein bug, campylomma verbasci, cause the injury. This bug is an active predator on
apple trees and it’s population has remarkably increased recently.

Feeding behaviour of this pest was closely examined by confining the first generation
nymphs and adults on apple branches in orchards. For laboratory observation of feeding
habits, developing and oviposition rates, adults and immature stages enclosed on small apple
twigs infested with various prey species.

This bug has three generations annually and nymphs of the first generation usually cause
the most injuries. Adults of this generation in late spring migrate from apple to sunflower and
mullein. The pest produce two generations on these hosts and fly back to apple tree in fall.

The insect overwinters as eggs beneath the bark of young apple branches.

Key words: campylomma verbasci, feeding habits, Biology.
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