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Scientific Note

Acletoxenus formosus Loew (Dip:Drosophilidae), predator of
immature stages of whiteflies in Iran.

By
| 2
M. PARCHAMI-ARAGIHI & SH. FARROKHI

Drosophilid larvae which were feeding on Aleyrodes singularis Danzing on wild
lettuce (Lactuca serriola L.) were collected in Evin in August 1993, The larvae were
transfered 1o the laboratory and emerged adult flics were identified as Acletoxenus
formosus Loew. This genus and specics has been reported in Asia only from Palestine
and is a new record for insect fauna of Iran.

Drcscph@_}idae, with 3000 described species in over 60 genera, often develop in
damaged fruits and other rotting plant tissues. Some species are predacious on spider,
frog and dragonofly éggs and some other are predacious on coceoids and delphacids, but
Acletoxenus is the only genus which is predator of immature stages of whiteflies. They
lay their eggs on the leaves adjacent to older nymphs; pupaiion occurs on the leaves.

l:Iead is yellow and without ocellar bristles, arista bare, eyes red, mesonomtum black,
with a pair acrostichal and dorsccentral setae, scutellum with 2 pairs marginal setae.

Wing with parailel veins R4+5, M1+2. Body length 2mm.
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