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POPULATION DYNAMICS OF ALFALFA APHIDS AND THEIR NATURAL
CONTROLING FACTORS , IN KARADJ

By: Dr.N.MONAJEMI(I) and Dr. M. ESMAILI(Z}

(With 7 Fig.)

Four species of aphids attacking alfalfa at Karaj
area are:

Therioaphis maculata (Buckton) ,Acyrthosiphon pisum
Harris, A. kondoi? Shinji and Aphis craccivora Koch.were
studied.In the case of genus Aeyrthosiphon a related
species A. kondoil was jdentified, this'species was un-
known before in Iran.The effects of certain natural fac-
tors both biotics and abiotics on population dynamics
of these aphids are discussed.

Among biotic factors,Aphidius ervi Haliday and Praon
exsoletum palitans Muesebeck on Aeyrthosiphon species,

P.e.palitans and Tpioxys utilis Muesebeck on Therioaphie
maculata and Lysiphlebus fabarum (Marshall) on Aphis

erqecivora were the most aboundant parasites and con-

siderable limiting factors. However the predacious spe-
cies particularly Coccinellid,Chrysopid,mirid,Nabid and
Anthocorid species found to very important and more in-
vestigations are needed to identify their exact role in

alfalfa aphids.

(1) and (2) Dept.of Plant protection, College of

Agriculture, Univ. of Tehran, Karadj-Iran.
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