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Summary

THE EFFECT OF MOON PHASE ON THE ADULT ACTIVITY OF
THE EUROPEAN CORN BORER, OSTRINIA NUBILALIS
(HUBNER) (LEP., PYRALIDAE)

by: Hassan OLOUMI-SADEGHI Y

This study was run in Boone County, lowa, from 1950-67 to investigate
the effect of moon phase on the adult activity of the European corn borers,
Ostrinia nubilalis (Hibner), Thirty two corn fields were selected and the number
of daily egg masses on 200 plants were recroded. The number of moths collected
by 4 light traps were also recorded daily, The phase of the moon was recorded
from the Des Moines Municipal Airport.

Analysis of the data showed that relatively large numbers of spring and
summer moths were trapped and egg masses were recorded during the dark of
the moon {new moon pericds), while smaller numbers were collected during pe-
rinds of a full moon.

{1} Assistant Professor of Entomology Faculty of Agriculture, University of Tehran, Iran.
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