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EUPROCTIS (=PORTHESIA) KARGHALIKA Moore (LEP. LYMANTRIIDAE)
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EUPROCTIS (= PORTHESIA) KARGHALICA MOORE IN IRAN
By: M. ABAI (1)
Summary

Euproctis karghalica Moore was collected in 1972 on the Crataegu.ﬁ' in
Tehran vicinity for the first time in Iran. The followings are the result of
indoor and outdoor studies of the biology and morphology of this insect,

Foreword - Till 1966 only six species from the family Lymantriidae were
recorded in Iran, but from 1966, on the recorded species increased up to 25.
Among these species some destructive pest such as Leucoma wiltshirei Coll.,
on oak trees were collected. “Journ. of Ent. Soc. in Iran, 1974 Vol. 1(2),”

Distribution — Tehran vicinity is its distribution in Iran. Outside Iran, it
is recorded from Central Asia, north of Pakistan, Nepal and Afghanistan.

In the year 1974, Ebert discussed a new form of the species called Euproctis
karghalica f. deornata.

Morphology

Females - Wingspread: 28 — 36 mm. Forwings are white with the brownish
spots on exterior edge, hindwings are also of white color. The end of the body
has a conspicuous tuft with brown bairs (Fig. 1).

Female genitalia — Papilla analis is wide with some hairs in the exterior
lobe. Tergite VIII is oblong and its top is covered with very fine hairs. Bursae
istransparent and is not chitinized, often very slightly. Ostium bursaeis normally
of cylindrical shape (Fig. 3).

Male - Wingspread: 25 — 29 mm. Color is the same as in the female; no tuft
on the body. Frenulum only one. (Fig. 2).

Male genitalia — Uncus elongated and bended downward at the end. Valva

is roughly triangular; exterior portion and the edge covered with hairs. Socii

is slender and needle shape. Juxta plate is wide and U shape at end. Vinculum
elongated oval (Fig. 4).

Lifecycle — Moths emerge from the pale brownish cocconed pupae in the
bigining of summer. Soon after the females emerge, they lay transparent glob
shape eggs on the leaves and cover them with brown hairs from their bodies.
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Each female lays 150 to 200 eggs. Eges laying lasts four days. Incubation period
takes 7-10 days. In the summer, colonies of larvae build netts in trees by web-
bing together clusters of leaves. A colony consist of 10 to 50 larvae. The larvae
overwinter in the web nests. The appearence of the damage looks like of Euproc-
tis chrysorrhoea L. Five larval stage completed about 70 to 80 days under the

laboratory condition. Pupa develops in 25 to 30 days.
No parasites and predators have been collected yet.
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