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Cephus pygmaeus L. (Hym. Cephidae)
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Duration of developmental stages of cereal sawfly in Karadj region.
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Studies on the biological features of cereal sawfly
(Cephus pygmaeus L.) in Karadj district

By

V. Ghadiri *

SUMMARY

The Biological features of cereal sawfly was studied during 1990-94 in
Karadj district. According to our studies in laboratory and natural
conditions, this insect has usually one generation per year and passes the
summer, autumn and winter as larvae in barley and wheat collars.

Larvae hibernates in diapause inside a transparent witish cocoon. In
suitable conditions - high moisture of soil - larvae pupates in mid or end of
March, and the adults emerge in mid-April. They are pollen-eaters and
feed from pollen of weeds, especially Descurainia sophia, cardaria draba,
Euphorbia cf. heteradena and Lisaea heterocarpa. Females usually lay
their eggs individually in the upper portion of the stem. After hatching, the
larvae feeds on the internal tissues of the stem, and descends gradually
twards the collar area and settles there in mid-June. The diapausing period
is about 9 months. The Maximum population density of adults appears in
the field from early May. Besides wheat, this insects feeds on barley, rye
and oat.

* Eng. V. Ghadiri, Plant Pests & Diseases Research Institute, Karadj Laboratory.
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