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Rubiothrips Schliephake, a newly recorded genus of Thripinae from China
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Thysanoptera is one of the orders of insects distributed through all parts of the world. After the last checklist of
thrips of China (Mirab-balou e 4/, 2011), the 28 following genera were added to Thripinae: _Ajothrips Bhatti,
Amalothrips Ananthakrishnan, Amomothrips Bhatti, Apterothrips Bagnall, Aroidothrips Ananthakrishnan, Baliothrips
Uzel, Bilothrips Bhatti, Caprithrips Faure, Cricothrips Trybom, Dictyothrips Uzel, Firmothrips Schliephake, Indusiothrips
Priesner, Iridothrips Priesner, Isunidothrips Kudo, Laplothrips Bhatti, Limothrips Haliday, Moundinothrips Bhatti,
Onganothrips Hood, Paithrips Nonaka & Jangvitaya, Parexothrips Priesner, Psendoxythrips Priesner, Rhaphidoothrips Uzel,
Siamothrips Okajima, Smilothrips Bhatti, Striathrips Mound, Tameothrips Bhatti, Tenothrips Bhatti, and Trachynotothrips
Masumoto & Okajima (Hu & Feng, 2011, 2013; Li ¢ al., 2017, 2018a,b, 2019, 2021; Mirab-balou ¢t al., 2012a,b,
2013, 2014a,b; Ntirenganya e al., 2021; Tong et al., 2015; Wang & Tong, 2016; Wang ez al., 2016; Xie ¢t al., 2010;
Zhang et al., 2018); and four genera i.e. Chilothrips Hood, Graminothrips Zhang & Tong, Javathrips Bhatti and
Yaothrips Mirab-balou et Chen were synonymized with other taxa (Mirab-balou ez a/., 2015; Tong & Liu, 2019;
Zhang ¢t al., 2018).

With the time of mentioned study, a few damaged specimens of an unidentified species of Rubiothrips
Schliephake have already been studied from Ningxia Province, China. Here, a member of the genus Rubiothrips
that was collected from Sichuan Province is newly recorded from China. The genus Rubiothrips was erected by
Schliephake (1975) with Anaphothrips ferruginea Uzel 1895 as a type species. This genus by having 10 species in the
world (ThripsWiki, 2024) belongs to Anaphothrips genus-group (Mound & Masumoto, 2009). Specimens were
collected from Sichuan Province, China. Thrips were prepared on slides following Mirab-balou & Chen (2010).
The specimens are deposited in the collection of Department of Plant Protection, College of Agriculture, Ilam
University, Iran ILAMU).

Rubiothrips Schliephake
Rubiothrips Schliephake, 1975: 11. Type species Anaphothrips ferruginea Uzel, 1895.

This genus includes 10 species in the world, nine of them from Europe and Iran (Mirab-balou & Chen, 2013) and
one species from Japan (Masumoto & Okajima, 2017). The genus Rubiothrips is recorded here for the first time
from China.

The full generic diagnosis is available in zur Strassen (2003), Mirab-balou & Chen (2013) and Masumoto &
Okajima (2017).

Rubiothrips vitis (Priesner, 1933)
Anaphothrips vitis Priesner, 1933: 79.

Diagnosis
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Female macroptera (Fig. 1A). Body mainly yellow with median brown spots pattern on tergites I-VII limited to
medial third of tergite surface; antennal segment I as color as head, II brownish yellow, base of segments 11I-V
paler, VI-VIII dark brown (Fig. 1B); fore wings faintly shaded.

Head with 3 pairs of small ocellar setae, pair III arising between posterior margins of hind ocelli (Fig. 1C);
postocular setae small. Antennae 8-segmented, with forked sense cones on antennal segments III and IV.
Pronotum with no long setae. Mesothoracic furca with spinula, but absent on metasternum (Fig. 1D); metanotum
with weakly reticulate sculpture, median setae short and arising well behind anterior margin, a pair of campaniform
sensilla present (Fig. 1E). Fore wing veinal setae small, first vein with 3 distal setae, second vein with about 10
setae. Abdominal tergites II-VIII with pair of long setae medially (S1) close together, setae S3 situated at posterior
margin of sclrite (Fig. 1G); median area of tergites with transverse lines of sculpture, laterally these lines with
minute microtrichia; abdominal sternites without discal setae, with three pairs of setae all at posterior margin (Fig.

1F).

Material examined. CHINA, Sichuan province: 29, around rice fields, on unknown plant ??, 10.vii.2010, Leg. De-
Qiang PU.

Distribution

Iran, Romania, Turkiye, Palestine, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Greece (Mirab-balou, 2018) and China (new
record to China, this study).

Remarks

With this new record, the subfamily Thripinae with 79 genera is the most species-rich thrips group in China.
According to zur Strassen (2003), R. »itis can be distinguished from R. sordidus (Uzel) by small spot area on
abdominal tergites (vs. median brown spots pattern on tergites covering at least half of tergite surface in sordius)
and posterior margin of head as pale as remainder of head (vs. posterior margin of head brown-lined in sordius).
According to Mortitz et al. (2001), R. vitis has no campaniform sensilla on the metascutum, but among Iranian
specimens, this character is variable (Mirab-balou & Chen, 2013).
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Fig. 1. Rubiothrips vitis, A. female, general habitus; B. Antenna; C. Head and pronotum; D. Spinula on mesosternum; E.
Metanotum; F. Abdominal sternite VI, showing setae S3 on posterior margin; G. Abdominal tergites IV & V, showing setae
S3 on posterior margin.
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